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Senator Maynard, Representative Guerrera, Senator Boucher, Representative Scribner and members of
the Transportation Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 102, An Act
Allowing “Welcome Home” Messages For Returning Connecticut Military Units To Be Displayed On
Overhead Electronic Sign Boards On State Highways.

This is not the first time this proposal has been before this committee; in 2011 a similar proposal was
voted out of the Transportation Commiftee and the Senate unanimously. Iam asking that we finish what
we started two years ago, and pass this legislation.

Connecticut would not be the first state to do this, the state of Massachusetts has done this in the past.
The welcome home message would not be displayed all the time and would not interfere with the signs
displaying transportation or traffic information. As noted above, and reported by the New London Day,
Massachusetts has put these welcome home messages up in the past, they have also used these signs to
thank Senator Kennedy for his service after his death. In fact, Connecticut has used these signs in the past
to congratulate one of the UCONN Huskies sports teams.

More and more of our troops déployed around the globe will be returning home. We owe so much of

“what we have to these troops. This legislation is a small first step towards showing those troops how
grateful we are to them. I ask the members of this committee to support this proposal. Thank you and |
would be happy to answer any questions you may have,
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